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Deadlyfus

By Fd Edrr0otr

SCIENTISTS fear the larest
extinction since the dis-ap-
pearance of the dinosaurs
because of a deadlvvirus that
is sweeping ttroqih amphib-
lan8.

The crcatues trarrc thrived br
hundneds of millions of vears
but as manv as hafi of allsp
cies oulddie otrtunless a dne
isfurnAelp€rb clatrr

It is belie{ied that the spread
of amphibian drynd4 a parasitic
turguewhffihaspnotdtd€&f
for hundreds of amphibian
species, may harrc been rnade
worse by global warming.

fite disease has prorred
unstoppable in the wild and
can kill 80 per cent of amphib
ians, including frogg, toads,
newts, salamanders and cae-
cilians (worm-lif;e amphibi-
ans), within months once it
has taken hold.

Amphibians are important
as "indicator species" - simi-
lar to csnaries in a coal mine
- whidr serve as a wenring
when there is somethin[
wrong with the environment

Coruervationjsg harrc des-
ignate.d 2008 as Year of the
Frog to raise awareness of the
plight of amphibiaru and to
raise funds for a worldwide
efrort to sarre them.

The Amphbian Coruenra-
tion Action Plan aims to prp-
tect the habitat of amphibiaru
and find aruvyers to the envi-
ronmental problems th"y
face.

Ttre biggest initiative will be
an arriphibian version of
Nooh's Arlg costing an esti-
mated €3Omillion" nfrrere the
most rnrlnerable species will

be mqrcd into protected areas
in zoos, aErariums and other
institutions around the rryorld
so their survival can be gusr-
ante€d,i

"Widespread ertinction of
amphibians niould b cata-
strophig' said Jeftey P Bon-
ne& the drairman of Amphib
ian Ark and the presidnnt and
drief executive offierof the St
Louis Zoo, Missouri"'In addition to their intrinsic
value, they offer many benefrts
and are a critical part of a
healthyworld.

*Ihey play an important rolo
in th€ fdodlveb as both preda- i
tor and prey, eating ins€cts
vYhictr benefits agdculturc and
minimises dis€ase spread.
Thefuskin also hss s'ubstane
that protect them ftom rome
microbes and vinrses, ofiering
prornising medical cures forE
vadety ofhuman dbeases.'
_ C.onserrration gmrrps hope

the captive manarement plan
will tiuy time fol the rirost
endangened species whidr will
arentually be reinfroduced to
the wild once the ttueats thev
face have been reuroved"

Sir David Attenborouglr, the
campaign patron, sai{ 'The
global zm and aquarium @rn-
munityhas taken on this chal-
lenge with enthusiasm and is
prwiding appropriate facilities
md breeding grorurds within
their institutions. But imple-
mentation calls for nnariciat
and political support from dl
parts of the world. Without an
immediate and sustained on-
sewation efrort to rupport cap
tive management hundreds of
species of these wonderfuI
creatures could become
extinct in our ornrir lifetime.'


