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Deadly virus
threatens
frogs and
toads with
extinction

be moved into protected areas

By Paul Ectleston

SCIENTISTS fear the largest
extinction since the disap-
pearance of the dinosaurs

because of a deadly virus that

is sweeping through amphib-

ians.
The creatures have thrived for

hundreds of millions of

but as as half of all spe-

cies could die out unless a cure

is found, experts claim.

fIt is begllz\n;ed thaé’ the spread
of amphibian chytrid, a parasitic
fungus which has deadly
for hundreds of amphibian
species, may have been made
worse by global )

The disease has proved
unstoppable in the wild and
can kill 80 per cent of amphib-
ians, including frogs, toads,
newts, salamanders and cae-
cilians (worm-like amphibi-
ans), within months once it
has taken hold.

Amphibians are -important
- as “indicator species” - simi-
lar to canaries in a coal mine
- which serve as a warning
when there is something
wrong with the environment.

Conservationists have des-
ignated 2008 as Year of the

rog to raise awareness of the
p]jg%\t of amphibians and to
raise funds for a worldwide
effort to save them. .

The Amphjbian Conserva-
tion Action Plan aims to pro-
tect the habitat of amphibi
and find answers to the envi-
rf:nmental problems they

ce.

The biggest initiative will be
an' amphibian version of
Noali's Ark, costing an esti-
mated £30million, where the
most vulnerable species will

in zoos, aquariums and other
institutions around the world
so their survival can be guar-
anteed. '

“Widespread extinction of
amphibians would be cata-
strophic,” said Jeffrey P Bon-
ner, the chairman of Amphib-
ian Ark and the president and

chief executive o qerofthe St.

Louis Zoo, Missouri.

“In addition to their intrinsic
value, they offer many benefits
and are a critical part of a
healthy world.

“They play an i t role
in the?ygod web as-ggth preda-
tor and prey, eating insects
which beneg{s ag;::ﬁtum and
minimises disease spread.
that protect them from some
microbes and viruses, offering

”‘promisuﬁlmedieal cures for a
variety

uman diseases.”

Conservation groups hope
the captive management plan
will buy time for the most
endangered species which will
eventually be reinfroduced to
the wild once the threats they
face have been removed.

Sir David Attenborough, the
campaign patron, said, “The
global zoo and aquarium com-
munity has taken on this chal-
lenge with enthusiasm and is
providing appropriate facilities
and breeding grounds within
their institutions. But imple-
mentation calls for financial
and political support from all
parts of the world. Without an
immediatgff and sustained con-
servation effort to support cap-
tive v ment, hundreds of
species of these wonderful
creatures could become
extinct in our own lifetime.”




